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EVer Seen.

fruit was not in season.

\iht city.

DAMABCUS.

Now that we have seen the customs of the Lord of Da-
mascus, it is necessary that I should make mention of some
circumstances relating to the city, which is extremely popu-
lous and wery rich. It is impossible to imagine the richness
and elegance of the workmanship there. Here you have a
great abundance of grain and of meat, and the most prolific
country for fruits that was ever seen, and especially for
fresh grapes, during all seasons. I will mention the good
and the bad fruits which grow there. Pomegranates and
and quinces, good: almonds and large olives, extremely
good. The most beautiful white and red roses that were
There are also good apples and pears and
peaches, but with a very bad taste, the reason of which is
that Damascus abounds much in water.?
through the city, and the greater number of the houses have
very beautiful fountains of mesaic work. The houses are

1 The bdz or small gadl, still generally used by the Musehhirs, who
traverse the streets during the Ramadhén, to sonounce the hour of the
Salioor, or last meal of the early dawn,

% It is rather surprising that no mention is wade of oranges and apri-
cots, the formor being very plentiful, snd the Istter by far tha most
abundant produce of the crchards round Damaacus, and oune of its chief
articlea of export; but as Varthema left the city oarly in April, that

Roses, from which the rich perfume of the ‘atar is extracted, are ex-
tengively cultivated in & part of the great plain sbout three miles from

B

A stream runs
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