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Jet us return to the city. At the proper time we will speak
of the sacrifice which they make at the foot of the said
mountain, When we entered into the said city we found
the caravan from Cairo, which had arrived eight days before
us, because they had not travelled by the same route as our-
selves. In the said caravan there were sixty-four thousand
camels and one hundred Mamelukes. You must know tha-t,
in my opinion, the curse of God has been laid upon the said
city, for the country produces neither grass nor trees, nor
any one thing.! And they suffer from so great a demfl of
water, that if every one were to drink as much as he might
wish, four guatiriné worth of water daily would not suffice
them.? I will tell you in what manner they live. A great part
of their provisions comes from Cairo, that is, frorn‘t.he_ Red
Sea. There is a port called Zida [Juddah}, which is distant
from the eaid city forty miles. A great quantity of food also
comes there from Arsbia Felix, and also a great part comes
from Ethiopia. We found a great number of pilgrims, of whom

réservoirs lined with stone ave dispersed over the plain : two or three are
close to the foot of Araflt... They are filled from the same ﬁn;amluad:nt
i ich is sbout one hoor and a
which supplies Mecca, and the head of whicl s ; .
balf distant in the eastern mountains.”—Travels in Arabia, vol. L pp.
40-42. Burton says the Meccans have & tradition that the water comed

hdad. =
f“l'"“?:‘ e e K on serious subjects often

remark, thet it is & myw-r; why Allah should have built his house in &
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